The Great Victorian Age
to the founding of the First International, officially called the
International Working Men's Association. Among the initial
supporters were such antagonistic characters as Robert Apple-
garth, Karl Marx and Giuseppe Mazzini. But Mazzini with-
drew, Marx was prevented by illness and poverty (though he
and Engels had drafted the Rules and Address) from taking
a directing part for the first two years, and the English Trade
Unionists were left in control. Their object was to extend the
benefits of British trade unionism to the Continent, which had
previously known only the tedious alternation of tyranny and
revolution. They observed with pleasure the appearance under
their guidance of trade societies in France, Belgium, Switzer-
land and Germany, and later (or so they believed) in Spain,
Italy, Holland, Denmark, Portugal and North America. They
perceived in the International a useful means of discouraging
foreign blacklegs, but their attention was soon turned to home
affairs and they let the International fall more and more under
the influence of Marx. He was occupied in imposing a policy
of revolutionary Socialism on it, against the endeavours of
Bakunin to make it Anarchist. The opinions of both sides,
indeed the whole world in which such opinions could be held
at all, would have been appalling to the Junta. On the fall of
the Commune of Paris, the International published Marx's
The Civil War in France, over the signatures of the whole
General Council, and men like Lucraft and Odger found to their
horror that they were signing a defence of an attempt by work-
ing men to destroy a government by violence. They resigned
in indignation, and severed their connection with the Inter-
national. Their resignation, followed soon after by Apple-
garth's, ended the influence of that body in England. It had
formed about twenty branches in Britain, and these attempted
to form a British Labour Party, but only one (Woolwich)
appears to have survived the year 1873.
Even the more romantic Radicals, who sympathized with
the Paris Commune, had little knowledge of and less sympathy
with the Socialist programme of Marx and the International.
The Workman's Magazine of 1873, Henry Solly's influential
paper, in its Utopia called England in 2085 provides as an
economic measure only the nationalization of a few remaining